Deeper CIA Role in Laos Revealed 


By Laurence Stern 

Waihintton Pott 8Uff Writer 

The Central Intelligence 
Agency spent about $70 mil¬ 
lion to operate an army of ir- 
regular forces numbering 
more than 30,000 men in Laos 
during Fiscal 1971, a Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee 
staff report disclosed yester¬ 
day. 

The report portrayed a far 
broader picture of clandestine 
American involvement in the 
Lao guerrilla armies, now 


known as the BGs (after the 
French bataillons guerriers), 
than has yet surfaced publicly 
in Washington. 

The 23-page document, pre¬ 
pared by Committee staff 
members James G. Lowen- 
stein and Richard M. Moose, 
was released yesterday by 
Stuart Symington (D-Mo.), 
chairman of the subcommittee 
on United States Security 
Agreements and Commit¬ 
ments Abroad. 

There has been a wide¬ 


spread conception, as a result 
of Symington subcommittee 

hearings and newspaper arti¬ 
cles two years ago, that the 
principal CIA-trained guerrilla 
force in Laos was concen¬ 
trated in the Plain of Jars 

under the leadership of Meo 

Gen. Vang Pao. 

But the new report, based 
on interviews with American 
military^ and diplomatic offi¬ 
cials in Laos, asserts that BG 
“irregular” forces are operat¬ 
ing in all but one of the five 
military regions of Laos. Only 


38 per cent of the irregulars 
are under Vang Pao’s com¬ 
mand in the second military 
region, which encompasses the 
Plain of Jars. 

The BG irregulars, says the 
Senate report, are playing a 
far more important role in the 
Laotian war than the Royal 
Lao Army. They have taken 
heavier casualties and ac¬ 
counted for higher enemy kills 
than the regular Lao army 
forces. 

See LAOS, A15, Col. 1 
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